STATE OF TENNESSEE

PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Walking Horse is an enduring symbol of Tennessee's agricultural heritage,
equestrian tradition, community pride, and distinctive cultural identity; and

WHEREAS, in 1939, Henry Davis of Wartrace envisioned a festival celebrating the Tennessee Walking
Horse, inspiring the creation of the Tennessee Walking Horse National Celebration®; and

WHEREAS, first held in Shelbyville on September 7-9, 1939, the Celebration® has grown from a three-day
festival into an 11-day tradition culminating in the selection of the World Grand Champion Tennessee
Walking Horse®; and

WHEREAS, in 2026, the Tennessee Walking Horse National Celebration® marks its 88th yeat, continuing
nearly nine decades of equestrian excellence, fellowship, and Tennessee traditon; and

WHEREAS, more than 1,300 horses participate in the Celebration®, drawing spectators and suppotters
from more than 40 states and demonstrating the Tennessee Walking Horse's enduring national appeal; and

WHEREAS, the Celebration® provides a significant annual economic benefit to Shelbyville and Bedford
County by attracting visitors, exhibitors, owners, trainers, families, and supporters to the community; and

WHEREAS, generations of breeders, owners, trainers, riders, exhibitors, caretakers, volunteers, and
enthusiasts have devoted their talents and energies to preserving the Tennessee Walking Horse and carrying
its distinguished legacy forward; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Walking Horse exemplifies grace, athleticism, versatility, and the rematkable
partnership between people and horses, while contributing to the heritage, economy, and character of

Shelbyville, Bedford County, and the state of T'ennessee;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do heteby proclaim September 3,
2026, as the
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in Tennessee and encoutage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the official seal of the State of Tennessee
to be affixed at Nashville on this twenty-fourth day of
August 2026.
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