STATE OF TENNESSEE

PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee honors the spirit of International Overdose Awareness Day by
remembering those lost to overdose, mourning alongside their families and friends, and working to
end the stigma associated with substance misuse and overdose; and

WHEREAS, although the number of Tennesseans dying from overdose remains tragically high, the

EREAS, although th sscans dying nains tragically high,
persistent efforts of individuals and communities across our state have contributed to a year-over-
year decrease of more than 30 percent in overdose deaths; and

WHEREAS, the challenges of substance misuse and overdose in Tennessee and across the United
States continue to evolve as emerging substances and changing patterns of use complicate
prevention, treatment, and response efforts; and

WHEREAS, fentanyl continues to be a major driver of overdose deaths in Tennessee, accounting
for two-thirds of our state's overdose deaths; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee's Regional Overdose Prevention Specialists, many with lived experience of
recovery from substance use disorder, have worked tirelessly for the past nine years to educate
Tennesseans and have distributed more than 2 million doses of the life-saving opioid overdose
reversal drug naloxone resulting in more than 120,000 documented lives saved; and

WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee affirms that those affected by or at risk of overdose are our
sons and daughters, mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters, friends and neighbors, and are
deserving of our love, compassion and support; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee celebrates its citizens who have sutvived overdose and those living in

recovery from substance use disorder, recognizing their resilience and their invaluable contributions
to our families, communities, and workplaces;

NOW, THEREFORE, [, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim
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in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the official seal of the State of
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this tenth day
of August 2026.
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