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STATE OF TENNESSEE 

PROCLAMATION 
BY THE GOVERNOR 

WHEREAS, 4-H is America's largest youth development organization, reaching more than six million 
young people across the nation through positive youth development experiences; and 

WHEREAS, Tennessee 4-H is the state's largest youth development organization, engaging 
approximately 150,000 young people annually through educational programs that prepare them for 
success in school, careers, and life; and 

WHEREAS, for more than a century, Tennessee 4-H has helped young people develop leadership, 
citizenship, communication, workforce readiness, and life skills while fostering a commitment to service 
and community engagement; and 

WHEREAS, Tennessee 4-H is delivered jointly by the University of Tennessee Extension system and 
Tennessee State University Cooperative Extension, providing hands-on learning opportunities in 
agriculture, science, health, leadership, civic engagement, and family and consumer sciences; and 

WHEREAS, 4-H empowers youth to become confident, capable, and compassionate leaders who are 
prepared to meet the challenges of tomorrow and positively impact their communities today; and 

WHEREAS, the dedicated efforts of thousands of volunteers, educators, donors, and supporters make 
it possible for Tennessee 4-H to continue shaping future generations of leaders across all 95 counties of 
the Volunteer State; and 

WHEREAS, National 4-H Week provides an opportunity to recognize the accomplishments of 
Tennessee 4-H members, celebrate the program's lasting impact on youth development, and encourage 
continued investment in the next generation of Tennesseans; and 

WHEREAS, the 2026 National 4-H Week theme, "Beyond Ready," highlights how 4-H equips young 
people with the skills, confidence, and experiences necessary to thrive in an ever-changing world; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim the week 
of October 4-10, 2026 as 

in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the official seal of the State of 
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this third day of 
August 2026. 

~~ 
Governor 

Secretary of 


