STATE OF TENNESSEE

PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, minority-owned businesses are an essential component of Tennessee's economy,
contributing to job creation, innovation, entrepreneurship, and the overall prosperity of
communities across our state; and

WHEREAS, in 1983, President Ronald Reagan established Minority Enterprise Development
Week by Presidential Proclamation to recognize the achievements, contributions, and economic
impact of minority-owned businesses throughout the United States; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Commerce, through the Minority Business Development
Agency (MBDA), leads national efforts to strengthen and expand opportunities for minority
business enterprises by providing access to capital, contracts, markets, and strategic partnerships;
and

WHEREAS, Tennessee's minority-owned businesses represent the entrepreneurial spirit, resilience,
and determination that help drive economic growth, strengthen local communities, and create
pathways to opportunity for future generations; and

WHEREAS, MED Week provides an opportunity to celebrate minority entrepreneurs and business
leaders while encouraging collaboration among the public, private, and nonprofit sectors to support
a thriving and inclusive business environment; and

WHEREAS, fostering economic opportunity for all Tennesseans remains vital to ensuring the
continued growth, competitiveness, and prospetity of our state's economy;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim
October 3-9, 2026 as
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in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the official seal of the State of
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this third day
of August 2026.
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