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STATE OF TENNESSEE 

PROCLAMATION 
BY THE GOVERNOR 

WHEREAS, Tennessee's Community Health Centers provide high-quality, affordable, comprehensive primary 
and preventive health care in our underserved communities, delivering value to and having a significant impact on 
Tennessee's health care system; and 

WHEREAS, one in every seven people in the United States gets their care at a Community Health Center, and as 
the largest primary care network in the state, Community Health Centers are the health care home for 437,000 
Tennesseans; and 

WHEREAS, Community I Iealth Centers are a critical element of Tennessee's health system, serving rural, 
suburban, mmmtain, and urban populations, often providing the only source of primary care in their co111111unities. 
Nationwide, Community Health Centers serve one in every three rural residents; and 

WHEREAS, Community Health Centers are improving health outcomes and reducing costs by expanding access 
to primary care, helping Tennesseans avoid costly emergency room visits and overcome barriers related to 
geography, income, and insurance status. In 2023, this model saved TennCare $317 million; and 

WHEREAS, through preventive care, early detection, and integrated services, Community Health Centers are 
improving the health of Tennesseans by providing cancer screenings, including screening 28,390 patients with 
mammograms, 47,003 patients with colorectal cancer screenings, and 56,989 patients with cervical cancer 
screenings. In addition, comprehensive care services, including 240,545 behavioral health visits, 92,391 dental 
visits, and 22,042 substance use disorder visits, were provided in 2024; and 

WHEREAS, Community Health Centers are planting the seeds of economic vitality as locally owned and 
operated small businesses, serving as critical engines that help communities grow and thrive, generating $894.8 
million in economic itnpact across Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, Community Health Centers support more than 5,763 jobs in Tennessee, including physicians, 
dentists, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, licensed family therapists, and certified nurse-midwives; and 

WHEREAS, I Iealth Center \Veek offers the opportunity to celebrate Tennessee's 30 Community Health Center 
organizations with 220 service delivery sites, includit1g school-based health centers. We honor their dedicated staff, 
board members, patients, and all those responsible for their continued success and growth since the first 
Co111111unity Health Center opened its doors in Tennessee 50 years ago; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim the week of August 
2-8, 2026, as 
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in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the official seal of the State of Tennessee to be 
affixed at Nashville on this twenty-seventh day of July 2026. 

~~ 
Governor 


