STATE OF TENNESSEE

PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, Community Action plays a vital role in helping Tennesseans move beyond the need
for supportive services and works to combat poverty by removing batriers to self-sufficiency that
individuals and families may encounter; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Department of Human Services' Community Services Block Grant
(CSBG) is guided by four primary STAR goals - Strength, Transformation, Accountability, and
Resources - aimed at ensuring all individuals have an equal opportunity to achieve theit highest
potential in partnership with their families and communities; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee's Community Action Netwotk, comprised of 19 Community Action
Agencies serving all 95 counties, provides services to eligible individuals and families to strengthen
the communities in which they live, and utilizes the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) to
address specific local needs through programs targeting one or mote core domains: employment;
education and cognitive development; income; infrastructure and asset building; housing; health and
social and behavioral development; and civic engagement and community involvement; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee's Community Action Agencies ate strategically located to setve their
communities and collaborate with approximately 8,600 partners - including nonprofit and for-profit
organizations, faith-based organizations, school districts, and other entities actoss the state - to
achieve maximum impact; and

WHEREAS, Community Action Agencies with the support of the Community Service Block Grant
serve on average approximately 329,000 individuals and 168,000 households per year in Tennessee;
and

WHEREAS, Community Action Agencies enlist individuals to donate approximately 745,000
volunteer hours in support of agency capacity building;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do heteby proclaim May
2026 as
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in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the official seal of the State of
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this twenty-

fourth day of April 2026.
Governor
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Secretalry of State






