STATE OF TENNESSEE

PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, on average, 650 people die each year in boating-related accidents in the U.S. and 75
percent of these are fatalities caused by drowning; and

WHEREAS, in Tennessee, two people have already died in boating related accidents in 2026; and

WHEREAS, in Tennessee, 23 people died in boating-related accidents in 2025, an increase from 22
reported in 2024; and

WHEREAS, the vast majority of these accidents are caused by human etror ot poot judgment and
not by the boat, equipment or environmental factors; and

WHEREAS, a significant number of boaters who lose their lives by drowning each year would be
alive today had they worn their life jackets;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim May

16-22, 2026 as
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in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have heteunto set my
hand and caused the official seal of the State of
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this ninth day
of April 2026.
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