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STATE OF TENNESSEE 

PROCLAMATION 
BY THE GOVERNOR 

WHEREAS, small businesses are the backbone of Tennessee's economy, representing the vast 
majority of employers across the state and creating jobs that support families and communities in all 
95 counties; and 

WHEREAS, from our farms and main streets to advanced manufacturing and emerging 
technologies, Tennessee's small businesses drive innovation, strengthen local economies, and 
provide essential goods and services; and 

WHEREAS, Tennessee's pro-growth, business-friendly environment continues to foster 
entrepreneurship, attract investment, and create opportunity for workers and job creators across the 
Volunteer State; and 

WHEREAS, small businesses play a vital role in preserving the character of our communities, 
supporting local economies, and enhancing the quality of life for all Tennesseans; and 

WHEREAS, as Tennessee looks ahead to continued economic growth and opportunity, we 
recognize the importance of supporting small businesses as a key to long-term prosperity; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim May 
3-9, 2026 as 
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in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the official seal of the State of 
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this first day 
of April 2026. 
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