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STATE OF TENNESSEE 

PROCLAMATION 
BY THE GOVERNOR 

WHEREAS, drunk driving is a preventable tragedy that took the lives of 371 people on Tennessee 
roads in 2023; and 

WHEREAS, Tennessee drunk driving deaths increased 28% from 2019 to 2023; and 

WHEREAS, two out of three Americans will be impacted by drunk driving at some point in their 
lives; and 

WHEREAS, the holiday season often brings an increase in impaired driving crashes as more people 
celebrate with alcohol without planning ahead; and 

WHEREAS, the term "designated driver," created 40 years ago, has become a widely accepted term 
today; and 

WHEREAS, every day in Tennessee, designated drivers, including those providing ride share 
services, play an important role in ensuring that individuals get home safely when alcohol is part of 
the plan; and 

WHEREAS, the hospitality industry can play an important role in reducing drunk driving incidents 
by adhering to alcohol service laws and supporting those who are looking out for their fellow 
patrons; and 

WHEREAS, a holiday season free from drunk driving tragedies is possible if individuals commit to 
making responsible choices and always rely on a sober, designated driver; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim the 
week of December 7-13, 2025 as 

W~nauxi WrumJt !Jffe~n ~ 
in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the official seal of the State of 
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this 
nineteenth day of November 2025. 

~(a_ 
Governor 
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