STATE OF TENNESSEE

PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, rural communities in Tennessee are among the most desirable places to live, work,
raise a family, and retire, offering a strong sense of belonging, resilience, and innovation; and

WHEREAS, approximately 21.2% of Tennesseans-over 1.4 million residents-live in rural areas,
where they often expetience unique challenges such as limited access to healthcare services, provider
shortages, transportation bartiers and higher rates of chronic illness; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee is home to 15 Critical Access Hospitals, 2 Rural Emergency Hospitals, 623
Rural Health Clinics, and 100 Federally Qualified Health Centers, all of which play a vital role in
delivering health hcare to rural populations; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Office of Rural Health, in partnership with the Rural Health
Association of Tennessee and the National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health, leads
efforts to improve the accessibility, availability, and affordability of health care in rural communities;
and

WHEREAS, it is fitting to recognize and honor the contributions of rural health professionals,
volunteers, and advocates who wotk tirelessly toward the goal of ensuring that all Tennesseans-
regardless of geography-have access to high-quality, compassionate care;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim
November 20, 2025 as

Rural Health Diay

in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the official seal of the State of
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this twenty-
fourth day of October 2025.
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