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STATE OF TENNESSEE

PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, fifty-two percent of the land in Tennessee is covered by forests, which supply
essential raw materials to the forest products industry, while also offering recreational opportunities
and supporting vital ecosystem functions; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee's 13.9 million actres of predominantly oak-hickory forest, of which eighty-
three petcent is under private ownership, positions Tennessee as one of the leading states in
hardwood lumber production nationwide; and

WHEREAS, effective forest management ensures the availability of a renewable resource to meet
global demand for diverse forest products, and promoting the use of sustainably harvested wood
products stimulates the growth of the forest products economy within our state; and

WHEREAS, the forest products sector significantly contributes to Tennessee's economic
prospetity - particularly in rural areas - by generating $29.1 billion in goods and services annually and

providing employment for more than 91,100 Tennesseans across the state; and

WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee encourages all residents to acknowledge and celebrate our
forests and the renewable resources they offer as a vital part of our state's heritage, economy,
culture, and overall well-being;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do heteby proclaim

October 19 - 25, 2025 as
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in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the official seal of the State of
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this sixteenth
day of October 2025.
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