STATE OF TENNESSEE

PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, a laryngeal cleft is an abnormal opening in the airway between the larynx (voice box)
and the esophagus, which can allow food and liquid to enter the lungs, leading to coughing, choking,
and difficulties with swallowing and breathing. This congenital birth defect is not visible, making it
harder to diagnose; and

WHEREAS, there are four types of laryngeal clefts, ranging from mild (type I) to the most severe
and potentially life-threatening (type IV); and

WHEREAS, laryngeal clefts reportedly affect one in every 10,000 to 20,000 births. However, this is
likely an underestimate given that mild clefts are often undiagnosed. Studies show up to 7.5 percent

of children with chronic respiratory symptoms who need a rigid airway scope have a laryngeal cleft;

and

WHEREAS, this hidden birth defect is often overlooked and can lead to delays in diagnosis.
Without proper treatment, it can cause feeding issues, poor growth, frequent infections, lung
damage, developmental delays, and emotional stress for families; and

WHEREAS, children with feeding problems or signs of aspiration should be referred to an ear,
nose, and throat doctor for further evaluation; and

WHEREAS, awareness campaigns aim to spread the word about laryngeal clefts, which must be
diagnosed eatly and treated appropriately to prevent serious complications;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim
October 28, 2025 as
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in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the official seal of the State of
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this twenty-
fiftth day of September 2025.
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