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STATE OF TENNESSEE 

PROCLAMATION 
BY THE GOVERNOR 

WHEREAS, in 2023, there were approximately 7,600 victims of child maltreatment and 4,200 
victims of physical abuse in Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, annually, approximately 1,900 children die due to child abuse and/or neglect in the 
United States and in 2023, at least 49 Tennessee children died as a result of child abuse and/ or 
neglect; and 

WHEREAS, bruising is the most common and visible sign of physical child abuse and the most 
common injury to be overlooked or misdiagnosed as non-abusive before an abuse-related fatality or 
near-fatality in a young child; and 

WHEREAS, the bruising clinical decision rule, known as TEN-4 FACESp, can help screen 
children at risk for abuse by identifying bruising characteristics that have been demonstrated to 
determine abuse from accidental injuries; and 

WHEREAS, TEN-4-FACESp helps screen children under four years of age with bruising to 
identify when a bruise is more likely to be caused by abuse than accidental injury; and 

WHEREAS, TEN-4-FACESp stands for bruising to the Torso, Ears, Neck, Frenulum, Angle of 
the jaw, Cheeks, Eyelids, or Subconjunctivae, the 4 represents infants 4 months and younger with 
any bruise anywhere, and p represents the presence of patterned bruising; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee recognizes the need to improve education for mandated 
reporters of child abuse, including using the TEN-4-FACESp clinical decision rule, to be better 
prepared to recognize physical signs of child abuse; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim 
October 4, 2025 as 
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in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the official seal of the State of 
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this 
nineteenth day of September 2025. 
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