STATE OF TENNESSEE

PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, the impact of domestic violence can be devastating, causing physical, emotional, and
psychological harm to survivors, their families, and the community at large; and

WHEREAS, according to the TBI's 2024 Crime in Tennessee repott there wete 60,495 victims of
domestic violence reported in Tennessee, 82 people were murdered in a domestic violence incident
in Tennessee, and simple assault accounted for 65% of all reported domestic violence offenses; and

WHEREAS, 24 domestic violence shelters across Tennessee repotrted to the Tennessee Office of
Criminal Justice Programs that they fielded over 28,000 domestic violence hotline calls, served over
10,500 domestic violence victims, and provided shelter for nearly 2,600 of those victims that
resulted 1n over 98,000 safe bed nights; and

WHEREAS, survivors of domestic violence demonstrate immense courage and resilience in
seeking safety and rebuilding their lives, and they deserve our unwavering suppott and respect; and

WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee and the Office of Ctiminal Justice Programs demonstrates its
commitment by allocating more than $14 million in federal and state funds in FY2025 to domestic
violence setvice providers through 105 grants; and

WHEREAS, it is important to recognize the compassion and dedication of the individuals who
provide services to victims of domestic violence and work to increase public understanding of this
significant problem; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee's dedicated organizations, advocates, law enforcement agencies, and setvice
providers tirelessly work to support survivors, hold perpetrators accountable, and cteate safer

environments for all;

NOW THEREFORE, [, Bill Lee, Governor of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim October 2025 as
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in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the official seal of the State of
Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this ninth day
of September 2025.
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