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STATE OF TENNESSEE 

PROCLAMATION 
BY THE GOVERNOR 

WHEREAS, older Tennesseans are valued mem1:ers of society, who clese:rve to live safely with dignify and as independently as possible with the 
supports they need; and 

WHEREAS, elder abuse is a tt2gedy inflicred on vulnernble okler Tennesseans and is an ever-in=siog problem that crosses all socio-economic 
boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, the Adult Prorective Setvices (APS) Program of the Tennessee Department of Human Setvices and the Tennessee Commiss.on on 
Aging & Disahlity (TCAD) are respons1ble fur aw.ireaess, prevention, i=stigation, and repo11ing of elder abuse, neglect and exploitation, and, do 
hereby declare prevention and cletenence of d:habuse,negloctand expkitation a priority in Tennessee;and 

WHEREAS, the strtewrle Tennessee Vuloel2hle Adult Coalition (IVAQ and the regional walitions in Mildle, South c.entrn1, East, Upper 
Cumberland, WestandNortooist Tennessee are grassroots oiganu;nioos womiogto edtx:ate older Tennesseans about prevention sttatfgies; to identify 
suspicious activities; to rnise aw.nmess; and to encourage reporting of elder abuse, neglect and exploi1l!rion; and 

WHEREAS, the State Cootdinated Connnunity Response (CCR) team, comprised of approximately 20 state agencies and otg.mizations, 
oollaborares to improve the investigation, response and delivery of servires to older and vulnerable adults through a furus on innovative and efficient 
intervmtionmcxlels to prorect Tennesseans; and 

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Depattrnent of Commerce & Insurance (IDCI) and its ~ Secuciries and Regulatoty Boatds divisions and the 
Tennessee Attorney Genernl's Offx:e Division of~ .Affims rnise awareness about prevmting financial~ identily theft, and funrl across 
Tennessee by hokiingpublic outreach events and aeatingedocationalmaterials in order to assist the ~and their~ and 

WHEREAS, Tennessee DistrictAttomeys speameadro the drafting enactment, and implementation of a series of Public Acts to more dearly define 
and more effedive1y deter neglect, abuse, financial exploitation and hami to 01.tt elderpopulation; and 

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Department ofl\fenttl Health and Subsll!nce.Abuse Setvices (IDMHSAS), Tennessee Bureau oflnvestigation (IBI), 
TennesseeDepartmentofHealth (IDH), TennesseeDepartmentofintellectualandDevelopmentu.Di.5abilitie; (DIDD), Tennessee Department of 
Financial.Institutions (IDFI), Tennessee Offx:e of Criminal Justice Programs (oqP), Tennessee District Attorneys Genernl Conferena; and other 
state oiganuations and leaders wotkin support of effurts to prevent elder abuse furthewcll-beingof okler Tennesseans; and 

WHEREAS, Disahlity Rights Tennessee (DR1) is the state's Protection & Advoaicy (P&A) otg.mization serving to protfd: the rights of 
Tennesseans with disabilities, inchxliog elle:ti;, through mooit:oring and investigating allegatioos of abuse and neglect where peope live and/ or receive 
servires and womiogto resolve instances of abuse and neglect through legal advoou:yint=mtions, indooingirnproved policies and pI3dices; and 

WHEREAS, nationally and in Tennessee elder abuse is greatly undeireporred and fuere is a signifiaint n=l to increase OOIDllion and awareness of 
1his crime against 01.ttvalued citizens; and 

WHEREAS, all Tennesseans have a re;ponsibi1ity to Set.ve as protEctor.; of the older population, educating om:selves on how to empower and assist 
fuem, Set.ve as a resoui:ce, and be atteorive to supports and services; and 

WHEREAS, Tennessee's older pop.ilation shall be treated with :respect and dignify to eoable them to continue to Set.ve as leaders, mentors, 
vo1untrezs, and active members of 1his community, and 

NOW,TIIBREFORF.,I,BillLee,GovemorofTennessee,doherebyprochimJune15,2020as 

~~~~ 
in Tennessee and encomage all ciriz.eiis to join mein 1his worthy observanre. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here.10to set: my hand and caused fue 
oflicial seal of the State ofT ennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this eighth day 
ofJune,2020. 

Governor 
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~ •ofState 


