STATE OF TENNESSEE

PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, older Tennesseans are vahued members of society, who deserve to live safely with dignity and as independently as possble with the
supports they need; and

WHEREAS, elder abuse is a tragedy inflicted on vulnerable older Tennesseans and is an everincreasing problem that crosses all socio-economic
boundaties; and

WHEREAS, the Adult Protective Services (APS) Program of the Tennessee Depattment of Human Services and the Tennessee Commission on
hereby dedlare prevention and detetrence of elder abuse, neglect and exploitation a piotity in Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, the statewide Tennessee Vulnerable Adult Coalition (TVAC) and the regjonal coalitions in Middle, South Central, East, Upper
Cumbeland, West and Northeast Tennessee ate grasstoots organtzations working to educate older Tennesseans about prevention strategies; to identify
suspicious activities; to taise awareness; and to encourage reporting of elder abuse, neglect and exploitation; and

WHEREAS, the State Coordinated Community Response (CCR) team, comprised of approximately 20 state agendes and organtzations,
collaborates to improve the investigation, fesponse and delivery of services to older and vulnemble adults through a focus on innovative and efficent
intervention models to protect Tennesseans; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Department of Commerce & Insurance (TDCI) and its Insuance, Securities and Regulatory Boards divisions and the
Tennessee Attomey General's Office Division of Consumer Affarrs mise awareness about preventing financial scams, identity theft, and fraud across
WHEREAS, Tennessee District Attomeys speatheaded the drafting, enactment, and implementation of a seties of Public Acts to more deardy define

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (TDIMHSAS), Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (IBI),
Tennessee Depattment of Health (TIDH), Tennessee Depattment of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (DIDD), Tennessee Department of
Finandial Institutions (TDFT), Tennessee Office of Criminal Justice Programs (OCJP), Tennessee District Attomeys General Conference, and other
state otgantzations and leaders wotk in support of efforts to prevent elder abuse for the well being of older Tennesseans; and

WHEREAS, Disahility Rights Tennessee (DRT) is the state’s Protection & Advocacy (P&4A) organization setving to protect the rights of
services and working to resolve instances of abuse and neglect through legal advocacy interventions, induding improved policies and practices; and

WHEREAS,; natiopally and in Tennessee elder abuse is greatly underreported and there is a significant need to increase education and awareness of

WHEREAS, all Tennesseans have a responsibility to setve as protectors of the older population, educating ourselves on how to empower and assist
them, serve s a resource, and be attentive to supports and services; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee’s older population shall be treated with respect and dignity to enable them to continue to setve as leadets, mentors,
vohmteers, and active members of this communtty; and

NOW, THEREFORE, [, Bill | ee, Govemor of Tennessee, do hereby prodaim June 15,2020 as
in Tennessee and encourage all dtizens to join me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the
official seal of the State of Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville on this eighth day

Wﬁm Qe/
Govemor




